Microscopic and ultrastructural study of the lymphatic system in the human parotid gland.
The localization and fine structure of the lymphatic system vessels are examined in the human parotid gland. A network of lymphatic capillaries extends in the intralobular connective septa around the striated ducts. These lymphatics converge in collectors frequently bordering the excretory ducts. On the contrary, no lymphatics are present next to the intercalated ducts and adhenomers. Ultrastructurally, the lymphatic capillaries are characterized by a very thin endothelial wall and by slightly complicated intercellular adhesions. Open junctions are also present. The presence of numerous lymphatic capillaries bordering the striated ducts and their blood microvasculature is discussed in relation to the functional activities of the striated ducts in the modification of the saliva.